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them with a 45-degree bit. Rout out
the 1/2-in.-deep recess for the throat
plate.

Cut the 3/4-in.-wide dadoes on the
table saw. Cut the clearance hole on
the fence with a 2-1/2-in. hole saw on
the drill press. Screw the fence togeth-
er before applying the laminate, then
rout that as you did with the tabletop.

Lag screws (1-1/2 x 5/16 in.) and
washers work great for securing your
new top to the existing drill press
table. The instructions with the
T-Track will tell you the rest.

Materials List
Table: Two 2-ft. squares of particleboard.
(You can get 2x2s at most home centers or
have them cut them from full sheets.)

Edge band: 8 lin. ft. of 1x2 hardwood.

Fence: 6 lin. ft. of 1x3 hardwood.

Laminate: Buy the smallest size sheet
that’ll give you two 20 x 30-in. pieces at
the home center for anywhere between
$20 and $50.

T-Track parts: You’ll need two each of
these: 24-in. tracks, hold-down clamps,
knobs and 2-1/2-in. T-Slot bolts. (These
parts cost a total of about $50 available
at rockler.com.)

Figure A
Drill press table

Save big bucks on tools
My cheapskate coworker, Gary Wentz,
loves two things: power tools and sav-
ing a buck. If Dumpster diving were
an Olympic event, I’d want him on
Team U.S.A. Naturally, you won’t find
a guy like him at the home center pay-
ing full freight for tools—no, sir! Gary
goes online and buys factory-recondi-
tioned tools and, according to him, he
hasn’t been stung yet. Some have been
returned because of a mechanical prob-
lem or just a dent in the case. Whatever their histories, the tools have been
inspected, tested and repaired if necessary. Most are covered by the same war-
ranty as a brand-new tool.

Gary has bought at least a dozen tools in the last few years, and all have per-
formed flawlessly. Here are his shopping tips. First, find out the cost of new
before you buy. Though savings are 10 to 40 percent, you may only save $10
and wind up spending more than that on shipping. Second, if you find a bar-
gain, grab it. Supplies of any specific model are limited. To find the tool you
want, go online and search for “reconditioned tools.”

This reconditioned jigsaw was
$70 less than a brand-new one.
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