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Stack the rungs over the vertical supports, screwing each one to the tops below it as you work.
You’ll cover the joints with 2x6s later.

Build and set the
treated posts
The template helps keep the posts plumb
and aligned. Push the preassembled posts
against the template and plumb each post
in both directions. Toe-screw each one to
the template to hold it plumb while you
fill in the hole with soil (Photo 3). If the
template moves around too much, just
anchor it to the ground with a few temporary stakes.
Use a single 2x4 for a template when
you’re setting the two posts for the trellis.
Make sure the posts lie flat against the 2x4
to ensure that the post sides remain
aligned. After plumbing each post with a
level, add fill, packing it as you go. Fill the

Materials List
Treated wood: For each post, you’ll need a
treated 12-ft.-long 2x4 for the center and an
8-ft.-long treated 2x4 cut in half for the
shorter post sides (Photo 2).
Cedar: For wrapping each post, buy two
8-ft. cedar 2x4s and two 8-ft. 2x6s. Also buy
two 2x8 cedar lintel boards at least 3 ft.
longer than the distance between the posts
(outside-to-outside dimension).
Hardware: Buy a 1-lb. box of 3-in. deck
screws for joining all of the components
except the pickets. Buy a 1-lb. box of 10d
galvanized finish nails for that job. And get
one 60-lb. bag of premixed concrete for each
pair of posts.
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Tack a level guide board across the posts. Push
the pickets against the guide and nail them to
each rung with 10d finish nails. Add the last 2x6 trim
boards.

top 8 in. with concrete. If you’re going to
quit for the day, mix the concrete now and
collar each post with a half bag (60-lb.
bags). Otherwise, go on to the next step,
adding the cedar trim, and add the concrete later.

Assemble the cedar parts
Start by cutting the short treated 2x4s off
a couple of inches above the final grade
(Photo 4). Be sure to account for the finished height, including sod, pavers or
mulch. The idea is to keep the cedar above
the ground to prevent rot.
Cut the 2x8 lintels to length and cut the
decorative angles on the ends (Figure A).
Support one of the leveled 2x8 lintels on
temporary blocks at the desired height to
mark the top of the center 2x4 for trimming (Photo 5). Before you take the 2x8
down, use a level and a long straightedge
to transfer the post height to the posts on
the opposite arbor. That way the arbor
tops will match.
Installing the cedar cladding is simple;
it’s just a matter of measuring, cutting and
screwing the parts together. Photos 6 and
7 show you how.
If you’re building a trellis next to a wall
as we did, you may not be able to fit a
screw gun between the wall and the trellis
to drive the screws. If so, just toe-screw
those parts from the front.

Install the trellis grid work
Assemble the trellis exactly the same as the
arbor, except leave off the 2x4 post trim
on the inside
of the posts
You’ll save tons of
as well as the
time by painting or
outside 2x6
sealing the cedar
(Photo 9 ).
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picket spacing on one of them. This takes a bit of figuring; allow for the thickness of the inside
2x4 trim and try for even spacing. Or simply position a picket in the center and
work out in both directions. Once you
have the right pattern, transfer the layout
to all of the horizontal rungs (Photo 8).
Photo 9 and Figure A show you the
correct assembly order and the spacing we
used for the rungs and pickets. Start with
the bottom 2x4 blocks, screw a rung to the
tops, then another block, another rung and
so on. Cut 45-degree angles on the picket
ends for a more decorative look if you
choose. Tack up a temporary guide board
parallel to the lintel to help align the pickets as you nail them up. That’ll keep them
straight.
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