
Buying lumber 

and plywood
If you choose maple cabinets as we did, use
birch plywood for this project. Birch plywood

looks almost identical to maple and is
much easier to find. Home centers 
usually have the lowest prices ($40 for 
3/4-in. plywood), but beware of the
quality.You may find that the plywood
sheets have large areas of dark wood.
For better-looking plywood, we paid
about $60 per sheet at a traditional
lumberyard.We also bought our maple
boards and moldings there. The price

was about the same as at our local home cen-
ters, but the quality was better. Oak boards
and plywood are readily available in most
areas, so oak cabinets are easy to match. If
you choose cabinets made from other woods,
you’ll have to hunt for matching materials.
Lumber dealers who cater to cabinet shops
carry (or can order) boards and plywood in a
range of species (check the Yellow Pages under
both “Lumber” and “Cabinet Supplies”).
Depending on the wood, you might pay about
the same as we did for maple and birch, or
you might pay twice as much.
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Window seat details

60 SEPTEMBER 2004 THE FAMILY HANDYMAN60 SEPTEMBER 2004 THE FAMILY HANDYMAN

22Add the

seat top

and trim. Hide any

gaps around the

window seat by

nailing trim to the

wall or adjoining

cabinets. Add the

baseboard (Figure

A) and apply the

finish to complete

the project. 

Stylish shelves

21Center the

cabinet box

and screw it to the

base. Install spac-

ers and tack three

layers of 3/4-in.

plywood to the

top of the box.

Hang and align 

the doors so you

can add the rails

and stiles.
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Here’s what it took to cover our 12-ft. wall with 
a bookcase and window seat. Your shopping 
list will differ according to your situation. 

ITEM QTY.

33" x 30" wall cabinet 2

27" x 30" wall cabinet 1

36" x 12" wall cabinet 1

1/4" birch plywood 3

3/4" birch plywood 5

1x6 x 8' maple 10

1x4 x 12' maple 1

1x6 x 8' pine 1

3-1/2" maple crown molding 12'

1/2" maple quarter-round molding 30'

Maple door stop molding 10'

2" L-brackets 10

Screw-in drywall anchors 10

1/4" shelf supports 36

Cabinet knobs 8

Screws: 1-1/4", 1-5/8", 2-1/2", 3-1/2" 1 lb. each

Nails for nail gun: 1-1/4", 1-1/2", 2" 1 pkg. each

SPACER

CABINET

BOX

PLYWOOD

DIVIDER

3/4" x 2"

PLYWOOD STRIP

STUD

LOCATION

administrator
Text Box
FH04FEB_STYLSH_31.JPG

administrator
Text Box
FH04FEB_STYLSH_32.JPG

administrator
Text Box
FH04FEB_STYLSH_33.JPG




