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Plan your well 
with safety in mind

The primary rules for designing a win-
dow well are the code requirements
for an egress window. The bottom of
the well must be at least 3 x 3 ft., the
well can’t interfere with opening the
window, and you have to provide a
permanent ladder if the walls are more
than 44 in. high. Terracing our well
eliminates the ladder requirement.  

Otherwise, you’re only limited by
safety and drainage issues. Any win-
dow well is inherently dangerous
because of the potential for falls. Cov-
ered window wells are safest, but you
can’t let the cover hinder the window
operation and it must be easily
removable (without tools) to provide
easy egress and emergency escape.

Terracing minimizes the danger of
a fall. We recommend that you con-
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